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$1M for Road Safety in Uralla Shire
A one million-dollar council road blitz in the Uralla Shire
will improve motorist safety on three important travelling
routes, with Northern Tablelands MP Adam Marshall
today announcing $1,010,625 in State Government
funding for improvements to sections of the Gostwyck,
Kingstown and Northeys Roads.
In the last 12 months, council has received $2,336,625
through the State Government’s Fixing Local Roads
program.
Mr Marshall said sections of each road would undergo
widening and strengthening, in order to improve the
quality of ride for all motorists.
“Uralla is a day-trippers' dream, with people travelling
daily on the scenic tourist drives past historic Deeargee
Woolshed, Gostwyck Chapel and the scenic Kingstown
area,” Mr Marshall said.
“Increased traffic on Gostwyck, Kingstown and Northeys
Roads in recent years has accelerated the deterioration of
the aging pavement, to the point where the roads need
more than just routine maintenance to keep them up to a
safe standard.
“The three roads have insufficient sealed width,
particularly on curves, poor shape and drainage which can
cause localised flooding.
“Using these funds, council will widen and resheet
selected sections of the roads to improve safety and
reduce the financial burden on rate payers for regular
maintenance.

As an added bonus the average travel speed is likely to
increase, reducing the daily commute time for local traffic,
the school bus and agricultural freight.”
Uralla Shire Council will also contribute financially to the
project for up to 25 per cent of the project costs.
Uralla Shire Mayor Michael Pearce said since these roads
were first sealed the traffic using them had increased
significantly.
“Each of these roads is an essential route in the Uralla
Shire, connecting the farming communities of Gostwyck,
Kingstown and Arding with Uralla township and New
England Highway,” Cr Pearce said.
“For regular road users, widening and strengthening the
road pavement will improve the safety, particularly during
the night and periods of bad weather, reducing the
potential for single vehicle run-off accidents.
“Following completion, the reliability and resilience of the
overall road network will be improved due to a stronger,
smoother and more robust pavement for these sections of
road.

Northern Tablelands MP Adam Marshall, left, announcing
$1,010,625 in State Government funding
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Robert Bell was elected to Uralla Shire Council in
September 2016 and has served one term as
Deputy Mayor. He was previously Director of
Engineering for Uralla Shire, lives in town, and has a
grazing block at Kentucky. In his regular column, Cr
Bell gives a personal view of some of the more
important matters concerning Council and ratepayers
in recent weeks.
Tickets are selling fast for the Uralla Business Chamber
Annual Awards night to be held at the Uralla Showground
on Friday November 5. Guests of honour include Adam
Marshall MP and Lou Conway, Director, UNE SMART
Region Incubator. This event will give those in attendance
a glimpse of how local businesses have survived and
flourished under extremely difficult circumstances. At the
Business Chamber AGM, David Mailler was elected
President. He, and his business partner, Methuen Morgan
own Meralli Solar. This company is recognised nationally
as a leader in renewable energy. David has also indicated
he will be running for Uralla Shire Council at the
December 4 election. His entrepreneurial skills would be a
huge advantage to the Council.
Uralla Shire Council staff turnover remains a problem, with
the current rate of 17% well above the rate for regional
Australian councils. The Local Government Workforce and
Future Skills Report compiled by the Australian Local
Government Association in September 2018, suggested a
figure closer to 7% was more appropriate for small rural
councils. Recent estimates put the cost of staff turnover at
$20,000 to $30,000 per position, with advertising,
interviews, training and loss of corporate knowledge.
I was fortunate last week to be given a copy of the final
edition of “Uralla News”, published in May 1988. The aim
of this paper is still the aim of the Uralla Wordsworth; “To
be a voice for all residents, a medium for community
information, and to recognise achievements of community
members.” One of the amusing parts was Arnold Goode’s
‘Historical Times’, which included the following extract
from the April 1938 edition; “Dangars Lagoon, the
proposed site for Uralla’s future water supply, is now
almost dry and Mr Harding Frew, Uralla Council’s
Consulting Engineer, has suggested that Kentucky Creek
be again investigated with a view of determining once and
for all the best site for Uralla’s water supply.”
Congratulations go to Neal, Wayne and Danika Howard
for making page 3 of Monday’s Daily Telegraph. We are
fortunate to have such skilled tradespeople in our shire.
Their discussions as part of a renewable economy are well
timed. Rumour has it that Neal is looking to retire in the
next couple of years.
I had an extremely valuable meeting last week, which
highlighted that if Uralla is to grow, we need more land
close to town; similar to the Invergowrie area, to expand
our rate base. The expansion of services into these areas
would benefit our local Council outdoor staff with
increased work. As was pointed out to me, we must

maximise our opportunities or other regions will. To do
nothing is not an option. The other part of the meeting
reflected that the proposed rate increases including water
and sewer would have a huge negative impact on all
sectors of the shire. The proposal of a small number of
business people and rural entrepreneurs to work with the
new Council would help maximise these benefits for the
whole Uralla Shire community. We have some of the best
internationally recognised farmers and graziers in Australia
and it would be a shame to not utilise their skills.
With the Council elections still planned for December 4,
please remember that, for those considering running,
nominations open on Monday October 25, and close at 12
noon on Wednesday November 3. The ballot paper draw
will occur at 10am on Thursday November 4. Pre Polling
opens on Monday November 22.
Please remember that the final day for commenting on the
Long Term Financial Plan is fast approaching. I have been
encouraged by the number of residents who have
contacted me to discuss this important document.
Covid vaccination rates in Uralla continue to climb, with
Adam Marshall’s figures as at October 10, of 91.2% first
vaccination and 68.4% second vaccination. In my previous
column, I omitted the contribution of the Uralla Clinic, and I
apologise for this oversight.

M: 0434 244 774
E:robertbell1055@hotmail.com
Robert Bell,
Uralla Shire Resident
Deadline for the next edition is
5pm Thursday 28 Oct 2021.
Please email all contributions including advertising,
letters to the editor and articles to
urallawordsworth@gmail.com
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An Encounter with
Thunderbolt
Marion Crotty was in 9th Class at Uralla Public School in
1928 when she wrote this composition about her
grandfather Thomas Crotty and Great Aunt and Uncle
Kate and Dick Missen. Her composition was printed in the
Uralla Times.
An encounter with Thunderbolt by Marion Crotty.
Many years ago, when the pioneers were still on the faint
and rough bush roads that were little more than horse
tracks, a little party of weary travellers who had come
from Maitland formed a camp just on the other side of
Bendemeer. Travelling by waggon is not easy and the
only woman of the party, my great Aunt Kate Missen
retired to her bed beneath the waggon very early.
The men folk had built a huge fire near the waggon and
were sitting around talking. A bag had been flung over the
waggon wheel to afford a little privacy to the tired woman.
Against the wheel sat a cheery, blue eyed man. It was my
grandfather, Thomas Crotty. Near him sat a young man
like himself. This was Uncle Dick Missen. The other
members of the party was a Mr Martin, the father of the
well known gentleman, Mr Dick Martin.
They were enjoying themselves thoroughly and their
laughter was at its height when a strange laugh joined in.
Thunderbolt had them all covered with his revolver. His
pleasant face beamed as he bid them turn out their
pockets, apologising for the trouble he had caused them
all the while. He did not see a small hand steal to
Grandfather’s pocket and quickly return beneath the
waggon.
‘Who’s beneath the waggon?’ queried Thunderbolt.
‘A woman, who is very tired after her long journey,’ said
Grandfather.
‘Oh, I don’t interfere with ladies’ was the pleasant remark
as Thunderbolt mounted and rode away into the
darkness.
Aunt Kate kept quiet. Under her pillow reposed a bundle
of notes amounting to nearly 100 pounds which she had
removed from Grandfather’s pocket.
Kay Adams, Uralla History Hub

Uralla Shire Council
Local Government Elections
Important Dates
Lodgement of nominations open:
25 October
Close of nominations and registrations:
3 November
Wordsworth Election Edition: 8 November
Pre-polling: 22 November
Candidates Forum TBA
(on a date between 8 and 21 November)
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The Possible Potential of
Uralla’s Fairy Festival
Having observed the joyous change of mood, particularly in
the main street of Uralla during last year’s Fairy Festival,
the various costumes donned by both children and adults, I
began to think that this very special event could indeed
develop further, not only lightening the spirits of our
community but also through encouraging visitors to our
fabulous town.
Over the last twelve months or more we have seen a
building boom of Fairy Houses springing up in all sorts of
locations throughout town and now it seems Fairy
Residents are also becoming bolder and more evident,
especially at The Glen, where proud Fairy Homeowners can
be seen standing beside their new abodes. There is even a
map of the Fairy village available at our local Visitors Centre
on Bridge Street for both locals and visitors alike to explore
these fascinating creations.
Being only a recent full time resident of Uralla, my mind
wandered back to my time in Brisbane when my wife and I
attended an evening at Mt Cootha Botanical Gardens where
a group of performers set about at dusk, to entertain those
present with their picnic rugs, dinners and candles, the
ultimate Fairy Story, A Midsummer Night’s Dream by
William Shakespeare.
My thoughts were that this performance could also be
considered as a culmination to other Fairy Festival events
held throughout the day in Uralla to be enjoyed by our Fairy
supporting community into the evening.
Imagine parents and children assembling under those
beautiful trees in Alma Park at sunset, picnic baskets and
rugs in tow to witness a multi-coloured up-lighting of the
forest to turn it into a magical place where Titania, Oberon
and of course the mischievous Puck together with their
Fairy clan assembled to act out this wonderful story.
We could invite local amateur actors for the performance
together with school orchestras to provide the supporting
background music, perhaps even having those
Shakespearean characters popping up amongst the crowd
of spectators at this event to surprise and thrill the
audience.
Then I thought of the annual Elvis Festival which is held in
Parkes, which has grown and grown with its Elvis Train
from Sydney full or Elvis Presleys. Why not a Fairy Express
from Sydney to Uralla where passengers would don their
wings and regalia and join in on the fun before arriving at
our Fairy capital?
The influx of visitors to our town would bring an economic
boost to business together with a sharing of joy and the
Fairy spirit.
This is just food for thought; I believe that our Fairy Festival
has “legs” for further development and community
participation and could be expanded beyond the town’s
boundaries to be enjoyed by both locals and visitors alike.

Photo: the Fairy mailbox situated at Michael's Cafe, and
the fairy godmother is looking forward to receiving all your
letters again this month

I am sure that there are others out there who might share
the enthusiasm for this event and who also have some
food for thought on how we can develop this unique event
further to the benefit of the town and beyond.
Rob Bowie, Uralla resident

Groups or projects that would like finance should
contact Uralla Community Co-operative.
Phone Ross 0412 701 402
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I am by nature an optimist and there is plenty to be
optimistic about. I reside in a great location and the
environment, the heritage and the community is
outstanding. Uralla Shire – north, south, east, the west
has something for everyone.
I might be a bit parochial, but it strikes me that not all
places have what Uralla Shire has. For me, the most
important element is the sense of purpose in the
community.
In the past twelve years, I have seen this community rise
to each challenge and pick itself up and dust itself off and
go on. Now we face another challenge from within and
what makes it so disappointing is that five of our Uralla
Shire Councillors do not have the courage or the capacity
to challenge the General Manager and the senior staff on
the Uralla Shire Council long term financial plan.
It is clear to me that the Mayor, some Councillors and
General Manager use words like communication,
consultation, partnership, cohesion, strategy, community
and accountability without pausing to reflect on the
meaning of these words.
The Uralla Shire Council long term financial plan
presented by the General Manager has plenty of
economic and services pain for this community whilst
insisting on no financial restraint by the council.
Let us be crystal clear, Local Government is the most
important level of government. The local Government role
is to ensure the development of community social and
economic capacity.
Business 101 says the first step in managing a financial
tightening is to reduce overheads in the business. There is
no evidence that the Uralla Shire Council has attempted to
do this, but there is evidence to suggest the Council has
increased the overheads by taking on more staff and
consultants.
Mayor Pearce, Councillors Dustings, Ledger, Sampson
and Strutt have failed in holding senior staff to account
and have consequently lost the respect of this community.
In my opinion, these members of the council have not
acted in the interests of the Uralla Shire community in
allowing senior council staff to draft a long term financial
plan that does not meet the needs and values of the
Uralla community.
The December 4th Local Government elections are an
important fork in the road for this community and to quote
the Lorax, ‘Unless someone like you cares a whole awful
lot, Nothing is going to get better, it's not.’
Kind regards,
David Mailler, Uralla resident

Dear Editor,
Uralla’s Great Museum - McCrossin’s Mill Museum - can
you help?
Like many others in the Uralla community, we at
McCrossin’s Mill Museum & Function Centre are going
through tough times with our volunteer base. Many of you
in our Uralla community would know that over the last 3
years we have “lost” 5 of our beautiful, dedicated
members - Mal Boyd, Pammie Simmonds, Arnold Goode,
Julie Porter & most recently Phil Irvine.
Almost all of our committed remaining members are
getting old, some have health issues, and some are
members of several volunteer Uralla groups. I apologise
for the doom & gloom, but I’m just stating the truth.
So…is there anyone out there who can join our team?
Please don’t hesitate to jump on board. Our Museum &
Function Centre is a huge asset to Uralla, to NSW, and
to Australia.
Ideally we would like people to commit to a regular slot on
our roster as we are open every day of the year, 10am5pm , and we want to continue this way. “Regular slot“ is
three & a half hours per week or per fortnight or whatever
you can offer. We will show you the ropes & you don’t
have to be a Uralla history buff (I’m not!). Just be nice &
welcoming (like me-ha ha!).
Maybe you would like to help in a different role at the
museum, or with functions, do get in touch.
If you read this as a cry for help…then you are right. I
would love to hear from you.
Why not come along to our long awaited AGM to be held
at the Mill on Sunday 7th. November at 3pm.
Refreshments served after the formalities.
Annie Mayo, Uralla Historical Society
0448 734 367
02 6778 4555
annemayo@bigpond.com

Uralla Community Street Store
Northern Tablelands Wildlife Carers Inc.
18 - 24 October
Uralla Men's Shed 25 - 31 October
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
The role of audit in any business or organization is
obviously important, but in organisations that rely on and
spend public money, such as Councils, it is critical.
I have been on the Uralla Shire Council Audit, Risk and
Improvement Committee since September 2018.
Currently, this committee is made up of 3 independent
members and 2 Councillors elected by Council. The State
Government has proposed some major changes to the
composition and mode of operation of this committee and
has provided the opportunity for public comment on their
proposals. I make the following generic observations
about the audit process in local government as a
concerned community member, and to encourage
comment on this important issue.
I believe it is important that robust and independent audit
outcomes are presented to Council (the governing body)
for examination. While there are certain linkages and
reporting requirements in the proposed model, and in
many cases there are improvements on the current
system, I believe the role of Council (the governing body)
is minimised. The true independence of an internal auditor
who reports to Council staff as well as to the Audit
committee is difficult to see. Naturally, issues raised about
audit results by the Audit committee and referred to the
auditors, should always be fully examined, including
receiving adequate documentary proof to substantiate
Council staff claims.
To distance the governing body of an organisation from
the role of examining audit findings is to remove the value
of the process altogether for the Council organisation as a
whole, and for the community.
The independence of our audit function is critical. I believe
the current process is falling short and these short
comings will be exacerbated by some of the proposed
changes.
It is critical that everyone gets involved and makes a
submission.
The
details
can
be
found
at
www.olg.nsw.gov.au (search for Audit Risk and
Improvement).

Submissions should be made to olg@olg.nsw.gov.au,
labelled ‘Draft risk management and internal audit
guidelines’ and marked to the attention of OLG’s Council
Governance Team. Submissions should be made before
close of business on 26 November 2021.
taratoomeyuralla@gmail.com / 0434 408 163
Tara Toomey, Uralla Shire resident
Dear Editor,
Congratulations on keeping the Uralla Wordsworth
ongoing.
Is it possible to have the “Established” year on the front
page corrected?
The Uralla Wordsworth was established in 1988 with the
first edition being February that year.
Kind Regards,
David Bracken, Founder and former editor Uralla
Wordsworth

source: BBC Gardeners' World Magazine, 2 Feb 2021
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Community Calendar
Please email urallawordsworth@gmail.com if you have an event or meeting for the Uralla Shire
Uralla Food Pantry, Mondays 11am - 2pm, Uralla
Please check with Event Organisers about
Neighbourhood Centre. Good range dry goods, and
the Status of Listed Events
Uralla Rotary Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at fruit/veg. Fill a supermarket coloured bag $15. New
6.15pm at the Uralla Bowling Club, dinner optional after members welcome. Further information from the Uralla
Neighbourhood Centre, donations welcome. Ph : 6778
the meeting
Uralla Lions Club meets on the 1st Wednesday of each 3277 or email : urallaneighbourhood@bigpond.com
Freemasons (Masonic Lodge of Peace #120, Uralla)
month from 5/5.30 in the CWA Rooms
Uralla Fire & Rescue meet on Tuesday nights at the meet the 3rd Tuesday each month, interested persons,
contact Dennis 0448 576 465 or John 0411 374 334
Uralla Fire Station from 6-7.30pm
Uralla CWA meets on the 4th Friday of each month at Computer Bank New England Computer Classes are
each Friday from 9am - 12noon at the Uralla Community
10am at CWA Rooms in the Literary Institute
Uralla Computer Bank is open Mon, Tues & Thurs from Centre. $5.00 this includes morning tea
Uralla Tigers Supported Playgroup FREE, every
9.30am – 3.30pm at Uralla Shire Waste Depot
Uralla Anglican Church meets at 10am each Sunday for Wednesday during school terms, 10am - 12pm, St
worship, prayer, fellowship and Johnno’s (kid's Joseph's Primary School, contact Sue on 0419149244 or
Geneva on 0430440171
programme) in Park Street
Uralla Hospital Auxillary meets on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month, 2pm, CWA Rooms in the Literary Institute
Uralla Show Society meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month from 7.30pm at the Uralla Showgrounds
Uralla Shire Business Chamber meets 1st Thursday of
each month at 6pm at the Uralla Bowliing Club
Uralla Town & Environs Committee meets on the
second Monday of each quarter from 6-7pm in the Uralla
Shire Council Chambers
Uralla Tennis No organised tennis planned during winter.
Uralla courts can be booked at play.tennis.com.au/courthire
Uralla Men's Shed is open each Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9am - 1pm in the Old Scout Hall, Uralla
North Rd (just off the Bundarra Road).
Uralla Auto Club Inc. meets at 7 pm on the first Tuesday
of each month at The Bowling Club.
Uralla Red Cross meets on the first Friday of each month
at 2pm in the CWA rooms in the Literary Institute opposite
Foodworks
Uralla Historical Society meets on the 2nd Thursday of
each month at 5pm at McCrossin's Mill
Uralla Brewery Book Club meets on the fourth Thursday
of each month at 5pm at the Brewery
Uralla RSL Sub-Branch meets the last Sunday of the
month at 10.30am at the RSL Rooms, The Uralla
Memorial Institute, 55 Bridge Street, all veterans welcome
Uralla RSL Sub-Branch Veterans and Families Drop in
Centre. Open to all Veterans and their families, each
Thursday 10am until 12pm at the RSL Rooms, The Uralla
Memorial Institute, 55 Bridge Street.
Uralla Women’s Bowling Club 10am Wednesday for
Club bowls. Mixed Social Bowls on Sunday mornings, all
welcome, Bistro lunch available.

Events for October - December
Uralla Shire Council Ordinary Council Meeting
12:30pm Tuesday 26th October, Uralla Shire Council
Chambers
Rotary Club of Uralla, Thunderbolts Festival, Saturday
30 Oct 2021, 10:30am - 4pm
Uralla Red Cross Melbourne Cup Garden Party
McCrossins Mill on Melbourne Cup day, 2 November
2021. Details to follow.
Uralla Shire Business Chamber Awards Night, 5
November 2021, RSL Memorial Hall, Salisbury Street
Uralla Fairy Festival, Weekend 4-5 December 2021
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The Rotary Club of
Uralla
Thunderbolt's Festival
This year's theme is Halloween
The 22nd annual community event, Thunderbolts Festival,
will be held Saturday 30th October (10:30am - 4pm) at the
Uralla Showground, King St, Uralla. The Uralla Shire
Council is the major sponsor of Thunderbolts Festival,
other sponsors include Phoenix Foundry, Essential
Energy, Uralla Bowling Club and Jobs Australia.
Entry fee is by gold coin donation, with QR check in and
vaccination status is likely to be required for over 16yr olds
as per the NSW Dept of Health rules on the day. Please
note; families with kids are not required to donate a gold
coin on entry as they will need to pay $2 to access the
activities, the committee want the event to be affordable
for everyone to attend.
9:30/10am: Gates will be open to the public. Cars will not
be permitted into the showground except for stall holders
and those with disability access requirements. There will
be some seating and shelter available but participants
may like to bring along a chair and please wear a hat,
sunscreen and have plenty of water to drink. St John’s
Ambulance will be onsite throughout the day.
10:30am: Thunderbolt Muster Street Parade (sponsored
by Fleet Warbirds) includes; Capt. Thunderbolt, Classic
Cars, Oxley Riders, Hot Rods, Antique Machinery, fire
engines, local schools and community groups. The Muster
will enter the Showground via Dangar St, do a loop of the
main arena and form up on display afterwards. The Oxley
Riders who lead the parade, will exit via Dangar St to go
on the Bail Up Poker Run.
11am to 4pm: The usual kids’ activities and just a $2
wristband to use them all; rock climb wall, giant inflatable
castle, mini castle, big dual slide and a 9 hole mini golf
course this year.
Local schools Rocky River and St Josephs will provide
BBQ food, drinks and snacks, and there will be tea, coffee,
sandwiches & slices by Friends of McMaugh’s, plus fresh
fairy floss.
Markets in the Showground, face painting, photo booth,
hula hoop competition and New England Antique &
Machinery Display.
Crooked Tree, a band from Guyra, will provide live
entertainment through day, playing rhythm & blues.
8:30pm: Holy Smoke Fireworks - at Uralla Bowling Club
rear carpark. There is no requirement to QR check in from
your car or distanced viewing area if everyone maintains
at least 2 square metres per person or family group. If
people congregate at the Bowling Club they may need to
check in.

The committee will monitor & implement NSW Dept of
Health COVID19 safety guidelines. Participants are asked
to please be patient as there may be a short wait to enter
the Showground. Please note the event could be
cancelled at short notice.
Go to www.thunderboltsfestival.com.au for further
information. Updates will be provided on the Thunderbolts
Festival Facebook page
Leanne Doran
Thunderbolts Festival Coordinator
Rotary Club of Uralla
0488 559 928

Uralla RSL Sub-Branch
News
We are often asked what the RSL is all about.
Unfortunately a lot of people, especially the younger
generations, think it’s all about cheap beers and pokie
machines. In fact the Returned and Services League of
Australia and the often perceived associated RSL Clubs
are two very different things and not connected at all.
Of course, here in Uralla. We don’t have an “RSL Club”
but we do have a very active RSL Sub-Branch. RSL Clubs
are generally by name only and use the RSL name and
logo from the days when often Sub-Branches did own their
club. In some instances, this is still the case but they are
two different identities. Our sub-branch has been going in
one form or another since 1919.
The Returned and Services League of Australia, under a
different title, was started by the men returning from World
War 1 to help and support their mates when they returned
from the front and often family members left behind if they
did not return. It was a place of support and mateship,
where a retuned serviceman could sit down with his oppo
and have a yarn about anything that was on his mind. He
could get some help with a chore around the house or
maybe even a small handout if he was down on his luck.
In a similar way, this is still what the RSL is all about. It is
just a little more formal and we have to abide by a lot more
rules these days.
Today's RSL is still about what it was set up to do. It is a
service organisation to help veterans and their families. It
is a charity organisation which has to stay within the rules
of the ACNC which administers these groups. In the past
few years these rules have tightened to make sure that the
RSL is transparent and not what is perceived as a secret
society. ANZAC House, where the RSL is administered
from, has undergone a huge change in the past few years.
Our duty is to the veterans of our community. We raise
money to aid veterans and their families, we run
commemorative events such as ANZAC Day and
Remembrance, social days and get togethers for our
veterans and monitor the health and wellbeing of our
veterans.
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These are all vital jobs of each and every sub-branch of
which there are about 340 throughout NSW and all run by
volunteers.
Members of the Sub-branch are generally returned service
men and women, however we also have other members
who abide by the same rules, that have never served.
Most Sub-Branches also have “Affiliate” members who
generally have a family history of service and they are
invited to join the RSL. A lot of sub-branches also have an
“Auxiliary” which are made up of members of the
community. Sometimes they are the partners of service
members or just someone who wants to lend a hand and
help the veterans. We are fortunate here in Uralla to have
both Affiliate members who are very active in our
community and help out with the general running of the
sub-branch and also an Auxiliary who is part of the fund
raising arm of the RSL.
If you would like to be part of the RSL organisation as a
veteran, would like to be part of the RSL Auxiliary or want
to know any information about the RSL or our sub-branch,
please contact us at our office at the Memorial Institute, 55
Bridge Street.
We have fund raising events coming up with a street stall
from the 1st of November which is followed by
Remembrance Day on the 11th of November.
We look forward to seeing you.
Lest we forget.
Russ French
President, Uralla RSL Sub-Branch.

ZNETPlus Greening Uralla ‘Adopt-A-Tree’
program is happening on OCT 23rd
If you haven’t registered yet but would like to
contribute to the beautification, liveability and biodiversity of Uralla by planting and caring for a tree
planted on your verge then email:
znetplus@zneturalla.org.au or MB 0408 080 455
for further information

Fuel Watch 8 October 2021

Urgent. Undercover storage needed for this old "Uralla Shire
Council No 3" truck, which has been donated to McCrossin's
Mill Museum. Contact Kent on 0421 087 574 bh.

Kingstown
Invergowrie
Mobil
Puma
BP

ULP
146.9
149.0
153.9
155.7
155.9

Diesel
144.9
150.0
153.9
155.7
162.9
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The Attack of the Killer
Tomato Farm Robots
Crime fiction in multiple parts by Daryl Albertson - Pt 3
The girls looked at each other in bewilderment, how close
they had just come to being at Kharl’s mercy. They waited
before coming out of hiding, moving warily to the hatchway
and out to freedom.
Michael had felt that in general all robot functionality and
operations were ‘fit for purpose’ but in the past week, some
anomalies had him perplexed. One day all would be going
well, then the next not so well. It was as if his flower men
were having an ‘off day’. They could be slow to respond to
manual commands or undertake their auto functions with a
‘who cares’ attitude; but maybe it was
ust his imagination.
Then one morning, Michael found that Bill was not in his
docking bay. He found him at the far end of the grow house
with his metal hook in its retracted position. It seemed as if
Bill had been attempting to reach the far wall and had run
out of battery. Strangely Ben was in docking Bay A, not Bay
B where Michael had left him the previous evening. There
was also evidence that Ben too had left the bay during the
night, returning with only 10 % battery charge.
Michael had no explanation for these night-time escapades.
He also didn’t wish to tell the Dutch Tech guys, for fear of
what they would think of him.
Things then got serious very quickly. With the flowering
period approaching and these latest goings on, Michael
decided to update and reboot both robots’ software in the
hope of a simple fix.
It was Friday evening and Michael had completed both
software updates. He finished with a complete full battery
re-charge. On his way out he gave Brindle the cat a
goodbye pat.
Saturday morning and Michael was having breakfast,
marmalade toast and cup of tea., With the sun streaming in
through the kitchen windows there seemed to be no need to
rush anywhere.
Kharl’s phone call brought it to a sudden end. ‘Michael !,
Come to the Farm Now !, No 1 House’.
Michael kicked the Bluebird into life and was still eating his
toast as he drove out of this driveway towards Roma. ‘What
could Kharl be so worked up about?’
Kharl was waiting at the hatchway to No 1 with a pained
look on his normally serious German face. ‘What’s up
Kharl?’ ‘You go look, its Brindle, my cat, why would
someone do that to my poor puss cat?’ Kharl said holding
back tears.
Entering the hatchway, Michael was confronted with a
macabre sight. Bill’s metal hook was in the mretracted
position for docking, with Kharl’s cat ‘Bindle’ hanging from
it. The hook had entered upthrough its lower jaw, pushed
up into the brain, exiting the skull at top dead centre. Death
would have been instant.
....to be continued
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Covid in Uralla Shire
Uralla Shire Council staff have confirmed that recent
sewage surveillance tests in Uralla have shown up SARSCOV-2 viral fragments on three separate occasions, as
follows: 5th, 7th and 11th of October 2021.
However, no actual cases of Covid-19 infections have
been found in Uralla Shire.
Details can be found at the NSW Health web site:
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid19/Pages/stats-nsw.aspx#map
Louis van Ekert, Uralla Wordsworth
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