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This is an open letter to the consultant hired by Council,
Uralla Shire Council, the Mayor, Councillors, management
and staff, The UTEC committee, Uralla Arts, Adam
Marshall, Barnaby Joyce and Uralla ratepayers.

Constellations of the South Sculpture project:
The best thing anyone can do is leave something of
lasting benefit to be enjoyed and valued by future
generations.
Twenty years ago, Charlie Rudd (who with Henry
Raymond established the Phoenix bronze casting
foundry), and myself, Carl Merten, came up with a project
that would do this. Both of us had a strong interest in
astronomy, Charlie being one of many amateur but
dedicated star gazers scanning the night sky, and I as a
Physics Department technician involved with installing the
Kirby Observatory and powerful, 14 inch Celestron
telescope (donated by Bill Webster), at the University of
New England.
Living on the New England Tablelands, one is aware of
the sky. ‘Big Sky Country’ is an apt description of this high
part of Australia. At night, one is awed by the immensity
and clarity of the Southern constellations wheeling
magnificently overhead, circling the South Celestial Pole.
More than forty thousand years ago the earliest humans
must have felt the same awe, seeing in these far galaxies
and dark spaces images of mystical significance. The
grandeur of what we now call the ‘milky way’, was to them
a powerful serpent symbol, enclosing the dark silhouettes
of sacred totems, emus, kangaroos and others. 
Charlie and I with the help of Steve Gapes and Uralla Arts,
submitted a successful proposal for funding from the
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Constellations of the South Sculpture Project
Third City of the Arts. This small grant resulted in the first
two of eight sculptures being installed at The Glen, the
Spirit of the Southern Cross, created by Joan Relke, and
Carina, by Carl Merten. Details of the project can be found
on sculptors.net.au

                                                                            Cont. p. 3    

Detail of the sculptures Carina and Spirit of the Southern Cross.     
.../cont. p3

http://sculptors.net.au/


The main street is back in full swing with the “Pie
Mechanic” reopening with Adam Hayes as the new owner
and head chef. Early indications are that the pies continue
to be top shelf.
Congratulations to the Uralla Shire Business Chamber for
an excellent and enjoyable awards night. A delicious meal
was provided by Michael’s Café and Catering. All the
winners were very deserving of their community
recognition, and no doubt the Chamber will have a full list
of those who were finalists and award winners. I look
forward to the official guests, Dr Lou Conway, Director,
UNE SMART Region Incubator and the Hon. Adam
Marshall MP, continuing to have a close working
relationship with the Uralla Shire Business community. Dr
Conway spoke of the excellent opportunities for technology
driven start-up companies in Uralla.
It is important to remember the while we all have areas of
concern which we would like to have addressed, Uralla
remains a wonderful place to live and raise a family in a
safe and welcoming community. The recent Listening
Posts provided an overwhelming positive view of the shire.
This is not to say that we should ignore issues such as
youth engagement, development of our industrial area, and
encouraging small rural property developments. The need
for dramatically improved mobile telephone and internet
access has again been highlighted by a petition in
Kentucky. A report prepared by Susan Sims, Wixim
Consulting, for Uralla Shire Council was also very critical of
the negative effect of poor mobile coverage.
Our thoughts go out to the families of Doug Taggart and
Matt Campbell. Both men played an enormous role in the
Uralla community and were taken far too soon.

Robert Bell was elected to Uralla Shire Council in
September 2016 and has served one term as
Deputy Mayor. He was previously Director of
Engineering for Uralla Shire, lives in town, and has a
grazing block at Kentucky. In his regular column, Cr
Bell gives a personal view of some of the more
important matters concerning Council and ratepayers
in recent weeks. 
At last week’s Council workshop, we were presented with
a revised draft Transport Asset Management Plan
(TAMP). The plan does not include a capital works list for
the next ten years, nor does it include the final outcome of
the public request for suggestions. One of the positive
items was that Council staff have acknowledged that the
actual projects to be included in annual Operation Plans
will need to be verified by field inspections. This might stop
issues such as one segment on Gostwyck Road which
was rehabilitated in May 2021 is now marked again for
repair. In the “What we cannot do” section of the draft
TAMP is included “Further extend the seal network…” 
The draft Plan also stated “Upgrade work should only be
undertaken with additional external grant funding
specifically earmarked for upgrades.” One concern I have
is with the recent bitumen sealing of a number of roads at
Kellys Plains; the box culvert over Saumarez Creek is only
4.2 metres wide and now appears to be an increased
traffic safety issue.
Congratulations to ZNET Uralla for their “Let’s Talk Water”
project. They provided an update to Councillors at a recent
workshop, and then also briefed both current and
prospective Councillors at the Uralla Bowling Club. While
the ZNET committee sought to obtain community opinions
on such matters as using recycled water, raising the dam
wall, and drilling bores, it did not seek to provide any
economic evaluation of the options. This is considered the
role of future Councils. What is clear is that the quantity
and quality of water to Uralla, Bundarra and the rural
community is critical to those communities. Many
candidates rated water security as their number 1 priority
for the new Council. Questions remain over the arsenic
source, the amount of silt in the dam, and access to
recycled water. One interesting issue from the Candidate
forum was that the community had not been well informed
in the current treatment methods being used to ensure the
water is safe to drink. The use of granular activated
carbon at the top of the filter instead of sand is now
providing very safe drinking water.
I attended the Memorial Service for Remembrance Day at
Alma Park, along with about 30 RSL members and local
residents. It was the first time that I can remember when
the Uralla Shire Council Mayor did not place a wreath or
give a keynote address.  No Council Senior staff were in
attendance. Spare a thought for the Town Gang who were
trying to keep our park and gardens in shape. This was
not Alma Park at its best!!
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M: 0434 244 774
E:robertbell1055@hotmail.com
Robert Bell,
Uralla Shire Resident

“FRIENDS of McMAUGH GARDENS Inc. wish to
thank the REGIONAL AUSTRALIA BANK  and the
Uralla Community who nominated Friends of McMaugh
in the COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.  
This generous donation of $6,936.49, will go towards
enhancing the lives of the residents at McMaugh
Gardens Aged Care Centre.”
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Constellations of the South Sculpture Project - Open Letter continued from page 1
2009 marked the 400th anniversary of Galileo Galili, with
Johannes Kepler’s publication of Astronomia Nova in
1609. 400 years later was a significant time for Charlie
and myself when the first two sculptures were unveiled
along with the book launch of Stargazer on September
11th 2004 by Fred Watson, the Astronomer in charge at
the Australian Astronomical observatory. The project has
languished since that time, despite numerous
presentations and appeals for funding to complete the
project. Further information is available and described in
detail on the Constellations of the Southern Cross website
and at sculptors.net.au 
Many towns and communities seek to achieve this, and
historic Uralla has been given a marvellous opportunity by
this $2,000,000 grant from the NSW government to
complete the Constellations, the transformation of The
Glen, Fibonacci Park and other improvements. When this
project was launched nearly twenty years ago after
receiving a small grant from the Third City of the Arts and
the generosity of volunteers, this was the aim, resulting in
the first two of eight sculptures being erected at The Glen.
The Constellations of the South will honour the clear night
skies of the New England Tablelands in a parabolic
installation of sculptures referencing the circumpolar
constellations of the Southern hemisphere. 
This is a world-first project with all the potential of
becoming a Southern version of a contemporary
Stonehenge or similarly famous Northern hemisphere
icons. During the night, each chosen constellation is seen
within or indicated by a sculpture. By day the site attracts
visitors and provides a special place and space for
concerts, performance and theatre. Besides providing an
easily accessible venue for such community events, the
project also includes a children’s nature play site, a lake
for sailing model boats, picnic areas, walking paths made
from simple concrete pavers around the periphery joined
by a bridge returning to the sculptures. Along this path are
planned sturdy exercise stations, sheltered picnic tables
and benches, sculptures and plaques reflecting local
aboriginal and community stories, flora and fauna. It is
obvious The Glen can provide lasting pleasure and
benefits to Uralla and New England communities and
visitors for many generations to come.
The first two constellation sculptures, the ‘Southern Cross’
and ‘Carina’ are already installed.
The large, local granite stones have been chosen and
transported to the site, ready to be erected.  The parabola
has been marked out and walking paths, play, exercise
and picnic areas, a bridge and the lake are mapped and
await completion – and at last the community has been
granted $2 million to see this become a long-awaited
reality, a valuable asset and world-class attraction to
advantage Uralla.
The economic benefits in having such a unique attraction
for Uralla are obvious. The Glen is within comfortable                                                                                                            

walking distance of historical Uralla’s shops, motels,
hotels, restaurants and various historic sites and buildings
with ample parking for visitors. Research confirms that
similar sculpture parks are hugely popular, attracting
visitors from all over the world, reflecting the arts, cultural
values, products and natural attractions of their regions. 
This $2,000,000 NSW government grant for completing
these projects is a responsibility involving not only council
but business, local community groups and individuals to
ensure the expectations of the grant are met. In the design
phase of these projects, the plan was that most of the
materials, labour and resources for these projects were
sourced from local businesses and professionals along
with community involvement. Uralla Council has, for some
reason, ignored this aspect and instead hired yet another
consultancy firm, Civille, from Sydney.
At a brief meeting on Monday 18th October with one of the
consultants, David Knights, with management from Uralla
Council, it was apparent they had little knowledge of any
of this, despite the many presentations, written proposals,
information and other details submitted by local business,
Uralla Arts, sculptors and others who have played key
roles in getting the Constellations project advanced to its
current stage. 
While the young, well-paid consultant seemed keen in 
contrast to council management’s opaque and non-
committal behaviour at this meeting, it was not confidence
inspiring, but this may have been to do with them being 
 unaware of the details and potential of the project.
There is concern by some, given past experiences, that
council’s lack of transparency and track record of ignoring
ratepayers, could present problems. There are fears the
$2 million grant may be channelled into costly and
unnecessary consultancies, resulting in sluggish progress,
serious deviation from original concepts, mismanagement
of funds and waste of tax-payer’s money with nothing
substantial to show at the end of it. However, activity at
the site, regular progress reports and publicity may
hopefully lead to transparency in disbursing the grant and
aid in improved cooperation from council and staff.
Such concerns can be avoided. The projects are relatively
simple and straightforward. Few could deny the
advantages in proceeding with the original concepts.
Rather than spending ratepayer’s money on unnecessary
and time-consuming consultancies, spend it employing
workers and equipment to raise the stones and utilise the
free and abundant expertise, enthusiasm and talent that
made it possible for the first two Constellations of the
South sculptures to grace The Glen. Use the grant to
attract sculpture submissions representing other
constellations that shine on Uralla. As the project
progresses it will attract huge interest in our town from
across Australia and around the world. Allocating  a small
.../cont. p4 
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Stationmaster's
Adventure 

The following is a tale taken from the 1929 Uralla Times
of Uralla’s Stationmaster’s adventure with a savage
snake.
Mr E. Beaney, Stationmaster at Uralla, had a most
unpleasant and an unnerving adventure with a tiger snake
one day last week. He keeps his domestic bovine in Trim's
paddock, and went across to fetch the animal home for
milking. One portion of the paddock is thick with a weed,
and Mr Beaney thought he'd take a short cut through this
'tall timber'. He had taken but a couple of strides when -
‘Slap!’ and he saw a vicious tiger snake fastened to his leg. 
He was carrying a bucket, and made a hefty -swipe at the
reptile, fortunately dislodging it - and then with three bounds
he was out into the open again. 
Mr Beaney -happened to be carrying a small flask of brandy
in his coat pocket at the time, and he thought he might as
well die happy as game, so he took a long and loving nip of
the saving spirit. 
Then he decided to investigate the amount of possible
damage. 
Judge of his surprise, upon baring his leg, to find no fang-
marks. The snake had fastened on to the catch of his
suspender, and this undoubtedly saved him from a
dangerous bite. There was a small hole in the trousers leg,
and the suspender had become unfastened. Mr Beaney
said he felt a distinct snap when he brushed the reptile from
his leg, and assumes that it had a business holt of the
suspender when forced off.
Wending his way home, now thoroughly unnerved by his
recent trying experience, Mr Beaney found his pet dog had
accidentally hung itself in the fence. In trying to leap the
fence, the dog had evidently slipped and had its head
caught between two palings. 
For hours afterwards, he says he seemed to feel that he
had been really bitten by the snake, the poison seeming to
be slowly working through his system. However, next day
he had thoroughly shaken off the effects of the shock.
Kay Adams (Uralla History Hub).

How timely the above article is, considering the high
number of snakes sighted recently throughout the Shire.
WIRES provide the following caution: "If you see a snake,
please keep your distance, do not try to touch it or try to
contain it."
Contact details of local snake catchers:
Glenn  - 0477 282 129
Northern Tablelands Wildlife Carers - 1800 008 290 
Editor.

fraction of the grant to upgrade the already existing digital
and media promotion of the project and progress of work,
the artists involved, the history and assets of the town will
benefit and publicise Uralla, Council, the NSW
government and others involved in the projects.
There are many talented artists in the shire who have
established experience, education and training to assess
the submissions and qualifications of sculptors referencing
the various circumpolar constellations. Paths,
infrastructure and landscaping is already designed and
planned, involving community input to be safe, attractive,
enduring yet inexpensive, using tradespeople and
materials in Uralla. This also benefits the town, not least in
creating a strong sense of ownership and
accomplishment, but ensuring any economic stimulus
stays in Uralla.
Along with training opportunities for young people, there
are educational aspects in giving people insights and
appreciation of astronomy, our environment and the
creative process. As outlined in the original brief, the
various sculptors will be encouraged to engage with the
community, schools, run workshops, enjoy our hospitality
and social events during their stay in Uralla. The Fibonacci
project involves the creation and making of mosaic art, an
ideal craft involving all levels of the community. The model
boat pond will showcase the skill and creativity of all ages 
and attract visitors to Uralla for years to come. Council and
community will reap the many benefits of becoming a well-
known and enjoyable destination.   
These are the reasons for addressing this open letter to
you. Keeping these projects on course will result in a world
class, creative place, providing lasting benefits for our
unique community, visitors and future generations. Many
of us have volunteered for over 20 years to get this far.
We don’t intend to see another grant snatched from our
grasp once again to be squandered on valueless,
consultancy-driven alternatives.
Sadly, Charlie Rudd died recently and I am dedicating this
open letter to Charlie’s memory, his efforts and expertise
in offering the facilities of Phoenix Foundry and its skilled
workers, along with all the input from Uralla Arts and local
businesses that have brought us this far.  We are so close,
after so long, to seeing the benefits of this unique project
flowing into our community so blessed by the magnificent
night sky of Uralla.                                                                                                  
Yours sincerely, Carl Merten                                  
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Meet Your Candidates
Uralla Shire Council Ward B

The council elections are on 4th December 2021.
In Ward B you need to select, by preferential voting,
4 councillors from the nine candidates who have
nominated. You also need to select one mayor from the
three nominees.
Candidates for Ward B have decided to have a series of
informal forums around the Ward to give you an opportunity
to meet the candidates.
We are all busy, so we won’t all be able to get to all the
forums. Please don’t hold that against anyone and if you
want to talk to a particular candidate feel free to give them a
call.
Invergowrie: 
Invergowrie Store, Saturday 20th November 9.00am to 12
Noon
Kentucky: 
Kentucky Hall Saturday 20th November 4.00pm 
Rocky River: 
Rocky Fire Shed Sunday 21st November 2.00pm
Balala/Retreat: 
Balala School Sunday 21st November 6.00pm 
Kingstown: 
Kingstown Tennis courts Thursday 25th 6.00pm. 
Bundarra: 
Out the back of the Hotel. Thursday 2nd December 6.00pm

Ward B Councillor Candidates 
Tim Bower
Sarah Burrows 
Bob Crouch 
Leanne Doran 
Jann Karp                                   
Natasha Ledger   
David Mailler 
Tracey Nagle  
Stephen Powley                               
Mayoral Candidates: 
Robert Bell    
Natasha Ledger
Isabel Strutt               
NOTE: To attend you must be double vaccinated

Uralla Shire Council
Local Government Elections 

Important Dates
Candidates Forum: 6pm, Thursday 18th

November at Uralla Bowling Club
Pre-polling: 22 November

Saturday 4th December: Election Day

Uralla Community Street Store
 

Uralla Garden Club  15 - 21 November
United Hospital Auxiliaries of NSW - 

Uralla Branch 22 - 28 November
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You’d think in a town famed for Thunderbolt
We’d be immune to the wildest storm’s sudden jolt,
Shrug our shoulders and say, “Well, fancy that.”
But what a shock is the tragic news about Matt.

Never thought I’d agree, down the track,
There’d be good reason for the pub to be painted black,
But now it’s appropriate, how wretched is that,
Black marks the passing of everyone’s good friend, Matt.

“… To sleep perchance to dream, ay there’s the rub …”
Wrote Shakespeare, but not while in the pub.
But it will still strike a sombre chord with some:
“… For in this sleep of death what dreams may come …”

Dreams? No, nightmares for those who knew
Matthew Campbell, gentleman through and through,
Broad shoulders, big smile, rarely a frown,
We’d see Matty striding around the town,
Pausing for a chat here and there,
No robes, but still an unofficial Mayor.

Visitors come from near and far away
And in little old Uralla they choose to stay
And always boast, imagine that,
“We met this great bloke, name of Matt,
“Runs the pub, no wonder it’s called ‘The Top’”
“Well that’s the reason we always stop.”

Now somehow our poor shattered Leigh
Has to search for strength in cruel adversity …
From the winning smile of handsome Jack,
In the bar, or the bottle shop way out the back,
And dear Ruby drifting throughout the place,
One so young yet blessed with grace, 
Learned from parents Matt and Leigh, 
And implemented oh so willingly.

The Campbells’ secret? So plain to see,
They shared their love, the whole family,
With their staff and patrons, no matter who,
Always a smile and a kind word or two.
Whether ill-bred yob or celebrity,
They were all the same to Matt and Leigh.

Even those who reckoned “a pub is a sin!”
Were soon joining the long queue to get in,
With the kids, and granny too, in tow,
Says Grandma: “This Top Pub’s tip-top y’know!
“And though he often rails against the liquor”,
“Next Sunday lunch we’re gunna bring the Vicar!”

To Our Good Friend 
Matt

Of course there are spirits on sale at the bar
But there’s another, more profound by far,
The spirit of the whole Campbell family
No cash or card required, this spirit comes for free.

Dear Matty, model citizen, and “mine host”,
Will still be with us, the whisper of a ghost.
But we can’t say it’s over, can’t finish yet,
To Matt and family we all owe a debt.
And because of the love they spread all about
We must repay their love and say, “No, our shout!”

                       ----------------------------------

Kent Mayo, on behalf of all those struggling to find some
words.

12 November 2021



Please check with Event Organisers about 
the Status of Listed Events
Uralla Rotary Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at
6.15pm at the Uralla Bowling Club, dinner optional after the
meeting
Uralla Lions Club meets on the 1st Wednesday of each
month from 5/5.30 in the CWA Rooms
Uralla Fire & Rescue meet on Tuesday nights at the
Uralla Fire Station from 6-7.30pm
Uralla CWA meets on the 4th Friday of each month at
10am at CWA Rooms in the Literary Institute 
Uralla Computer Bank is open Mon, Tues & Thurs from
9.30am – 3.30pm at Uralla Shire Waste Depot
Uralla Anglican Church meets at 10am each Sunday for
worship, prayer, fellowship and Johnno’s (kid's programme)
in Park Street
Uralla Hospital Auxillary meets on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month, 2pm, CWA Rooms in the Literary Institute
Uralla Show Society meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month from 7.30pm at the Uralla Showgrounds
Uralla Shire Business Chamber meets 1st  Thursday of
each month at 6pm at the Uralla Bowliing Club
Uralla Town & Environs Committee meets on the second
Monday of each quarter from 6-7pm in the Uralla Shire
Council Chambers
Uralla Tennis Term 4 Social tennis 6:30pm Tuesdays.
Free court hire. Go to www.play.tennis.com/court-hire/ to
book a court. 
Uralla Men's Shed is open each Tuesday and Wednesday
from 9am - 1pm in the Old Scout Hall, Uralla North Rd (just
off the Bundarra Road).
Uralla Auto Club Inc. meets at 7 pm on the first Tuesday
of each month at The Bowling Club.
Uralla Red Cross meets on the first Friday of each month
at 2pm in the CWA rooms in the Literary Institute opposite
Foodworks
Uralla Historical Society meets on the 2nd Thursday of
each month at 5pm at McCrossin's Mill
Uralla Brewery Book Club meets on the fourth Thursday
of each month at 5pm at the Brewery

Uralla RSL Sub-Branch meets the last Sunday of the
month at 10.30am at the RSL Rooms, The Uralla
Memorial Institute, 55 Bridge Street, all veterans
welcome.
Uralla RSL Sub-Branch Veterans and Families Drop in
Centre. Open to all Veterans and their families, each
Thursday 10am until 12pm at the RSL Rooms, The Uralla
Memorial Institute, 55 Bridge Street.
Uralla Women’s Bowling Club 10am Wednesday for
Club bowls. Mixed Social Bowls on Sunday mornings, all
welcome, Bistro lunch available. 
Uralla Food Pantry, Mondays 11am - 2pm, Uralla
Neighbourhood Centre.  Good range dry goods, and
fruit/veg. Fill a supermarket coloured bag $15. New
members welcome. Further information from the Uralla
Neighbourhood Centre, donations welcome.  Ph : 6778
3277 or email : urallaneighbourhood@bigpond.com
Freemasons (Masonic Lodge of Peace #120, Uralla)
meet the 3rd Tuesday each month, interested persons,
contact Dennis 0448 576 465 or John 0411 374 334
Computer Bank New England Computer Classes are
each Friday from 9am - 12noon at the Uralla Community
Centre. $5.00 this includes morning tea
Uralla Tigers Supported Playgroup FREE, every
Wednesday during school terms, 10am - 12pm, St
Joseph's Primary School, contact Sue on 0419149244 or
Geneva on 0430440171

Events for November - December 
Uralla Shire Council Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday 23 November 2021, 12.30pm, Council
Chambers
Uralla Men's Shed AGM Thursday 2 December 11.30am,
18 Uralla St
Co-op AGM Saturday 11 December 3pm, Co-op Yard,
Hill Street
Uralla Fairy Festival, 4 December 
The Uralla Christmas Celebration - Saturday 4 
 December  4pm - 8pm. Shopping, music, markets and
food. 

Community Calendar
Please email urallawordsworth@gmail.com if you have an event or meeting for the Uralla Shire
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Speech From The Uralla
Business Chamber

Awards Night
Delivered by Special Guest Speaker, Lou Conway
Director UNE SMART Region Incubator 
Uralla Shire Business Chamber Executive, Uralla Shire
Councilors, Robert Bell, Bob Crouch, Isabel Strutt, Tom
O’Connor and Tara Toomey, the Hon Adam Marshall, our
member for Northern Tablelands, I am honoured to be
here for your Uralla Business Awards, to celebrate and
remember the year as it has unfolded and what has been
achieved by the whole business community.
Award nights are like sitting on the top of the mountain
range, where you can look across at the hills and plains
you have travelled to reach this summit, the end of 2021.
It is a chance for our work teams, family, friends,
champions and secret admirers of what you do, to unite,
take a breath too, and celebrate what you are creating
here as a business community. 
When I think about Uralla as an economy, I think one of
the most distinguishing features is that it is community
first. This community of enterprise makers and business
do-ers can teach Australia and economists a lot – you are
doing it right. You are supplying each other, buying from
each other and selling to broader markets.
Celebrating the wins, has never been more important. For
business owners and for the ones who hold responsibility
for making it work and for the teams who show up to make
it work for the bigger goal, we are here to celebrate you.
Its communities who drive the economy, nowhere do we
see this more in action than here in Uralla. 
I’m from Armidale, even though deep down I think I come
from Queensland, If you want to catch up with friends, you
drive to Uralla; a coffee on a weekend, you definitely go to
Uralla, if you have visitors, you take them to Uralla. If you
want to see entrepreneurs in action, an amazing historical
collection at a community run museum; artwork and
sculpture, pottery, local product in a collective space;
global companies doing seeds, woollen garments, space
work, drones, videography, storytelling, craft beer, gin,
whiskey, hampers, books, commemorative plaques,
education, fitness and wellbeing, heritage, have your
watch fixed… You go to Uralla.  You are creating a
community of businesses that works to share benefit and
you are teaching us all how to make this happen.
My role as the Director of the UNE SMART Region
Incubator is to work across the New England North West
with an official mission, to support startups in agriculture,
health, cleantech, creative and cultural industries. What
the NENW region could become is a ‘gigafactory’ of talent
and enterprise.

In life before covid I was fortunate to go to Toronto to see
one of the best business incubators in the world, its
called MaRS Discovery District. It is embedded in the
downtown area beside a hospital where insulin was
discovered in 1921. About an hour and half from Toronto,
is the city of Waterloo (100k people) where the University
of Waterloo is the magnet for Tesla.Tesla cannot recruit
enough students from this University in rural Ontario.
When you drill down in why this is the case, I think there
are many reasons – the University works closely with
business and is committed to delivering a free incubator
service called Velocity so that every student can work on
a startup and study a degree. What they have done is
create a talent gigafactory. Imagine our NENW
Gigafactory, 180,000 people being the healthiest, most
diverse and skilled, optimistic enterprise creators, next
gen founders, building on what you have done here in
Uralla. 
I work with investors who are looking for young
companies to invest into. When you ask them what do
they look for? The business idea might be novel but
ultimately, they are investing in the people, the startup
team. Strong teams build strong startups. They look for
people who are coachable, open to learning. It is always
people first. 
Each of the businesses that you see here tonight being
awarded is not the same business as when they started
out.In a way you have all succeeded in failing fast and
learning from it and taking the next bold step with
courage and optimism.
Tonight, when we cheer as your friends, family,
colleagues and secret admirers we cheer not only the
successes, but also for the moments when you took
charge of your business and you kept navigating the
challenges. It is important to celebrate your personal
triumph, to be able to accept praise and recognition for
your efforts, you might even need to set aside those
feelings of being an imposter. 
Two years ago had we been sitting here in the midst of
drought and the smell of bushfire smoke we would have
noticed the callouses on the hands of those who are
bearing the heavy load, carting water, keeping livestock
alive and communities safe. Today there are those sitting
here with us who have been working endlessly in PPE,
serving community food, health services, attending to
neighbours, friends and family. The pressure on business
to continue, supporting staff and customers as a priority,
is deeply humbling. I would like to sincerely acknowledge
the determination of every business owner, manager and
worker for keeping the promise of delivering service to
your community and customers. 
Thank you for inviting me to your Uralla Business
Awards, it is a great privilege to join you. 
Let the fun begin!
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uncertainty of rules & requirements by the NSW Dept of
Health. 
Thanks to Hunter Valley Amusements for coming at short
notice and providing the inflatable rides for kids to enjoy.
Thanks to the market stallers, to the Antiques Machinery
group with their display, all the cars on show, to Steve
Meppem with the stage and the local band from Guyra
‘Crooked Tree’ who provided easy listening Rhythm &
Blues throughout the day. Thanks to Rocky River & St
Josephs schools for providing the BBQ’s, Friends of
McMaughs food stall, to Lions for the fairyfloss and to
Tressa for face painting well past the close of the event
just to get through the line up of kids! 
A wonderful community effort to make Thunderbolts
Festival happen – congratulations Uralla! 

Leanne Doran
Thunderbolts Festival Coordinator
Rotary Club of Uralla
0488 559 928

Thunderbolt's Festival
Held at the Uralla Showground

Saturday 30 October 2021
It was fantastic to be able to hold Thunderbolts Festival
this year and the Showground was a marvellous venue
with plenty of space to spread out. The weather was
terrific and thanks to the Uralla community for being
vaccinated, for abiding by the covid safe management
plan and for turning up to enjoy a family friendly day out.
The event was hosted by the Rotary Club of Uralla with 18
members & friends of Rotary working together to make the
day possible. 
The Uralla Shire Council is the major sponsor of the
Festival and a big thank-you to all the Councillors who
voted to continue to support Thunderbolts Festival
financially as in previous years, without the support of
Council the event would not be able to be held in its
current format. 
Other major sponsors are; Phoenix Foundry and Essential
Energy. 
Minor sponsors are Fleet Warbirds, Uralla Bowlo,
Properties Uralla, Jason Faulkner Electrical Contractors,
Uralla Pharmacy, Foodworks, Cobwebs Antiques and
Burnets Bookshop. 
The Thunderbolt Muster (street parade) was held in the
Uralla Showground main arena, thanks to MC Cheryl
Nolan and congratulations to all the entrants. There were
some very spooky participants who embraced the
Halloween theme and special mention goes to the Pony
Club – amazing costumes!
·Businesses category; winner - TG's Childcare, runner up
- Ural Sidecar Motorcycles
·Community category; winner - Uralla Pony Club, runner
up - Tablelands Community Transport
·School’s category; winner St Josephs only entrant
(unfortunately due to covid19 the NSW Dept Education
does not currently allow public schools to participate in
events where contact with mixing of ages of kids or other
schools could occur)
·Individual; winner Tim Upjohn as Captain Thunderbolt
Raffle prizes and winners:
·Fleet Warbirds adventure flight – K Goode
·Load of wood - Tamika
·Foodworks voucher – A McLean
·Cobwebs voucher – P McReady
·Burnets Book voucher – S Brockwell
Thanks to Adam Marshall MP for officially opening the
Festival, the Uralla Showground Land Manager board for
providing such a great venue and a huge thank-you to
David Adams for slashing the entire grounds. Thanks to
the Pony Club for moving your event to the following
weekend and apologies for any confusion over the Muster
(street parade) set up and route. This year was the most
quickly organized in its 22 year history due to the covid19 

Deadline for the next edition is 
5pm Thursday 25 Nov 2021. 

Please email all contributions including advertising,
letters to the editor and articles to

urallawordsworth@gmail.com
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Uralla Historical
Society's AGM

After being postponed at least twice due to COVID-19,
the forty-first AGM of Uralla Historical Society was held at
McCrossin’s Mill Museum last Sunday, 7 November, to
hear various reports and to elect the Office Bearers for
the 2021/2022 term.
Our guest speaker was Vicki Taylor, the Leader of the
New England Lace Group (NELG), who spoke about the
fascinating world of lacemaking. She described the
methods of lace-making that her group follow and
showed slides of many remarkable examples of the art
from exponents locally and around the world.
Janice Jones, a medical practitioner, began collecting
lace in the early 1980s, and her collection of over 400
pieces includes many rare treasures. Janice wished to
share her collection with others, and the NELG resolved
to help her find the collection a permanent home.
McCrossin’s Mill Museum is extremely fortunate to have
been chosen by Janice and NELG to exhibit this unique
collection of handmade lace, some dating back to the
16th Century.
The permanent exhibition, entitled “Spaces Make Lace”,
having been postponed from last September, will be
officially opened with a Gala Event and Celebration
Lunch, on 12 February, 2022. 
Vicki Taylor added “This exciting Event, which promises
'lots of surprises', will be spread over the entire weekend,
with installations in Uralla streets and shop windows and
also in the garden at the Mill. Something not to be
missed!”
Rosemary Shepherd OAM, an experienced lacemaker,
has been elected as Lace Curator, a special position
created to look after this valuable collection.

Elected Executive Office Bearers For 2021/2022
President: Louis van Ekert
Vice-President: Lance McNamara
Secretary: Lauren Chalmers
Assistant Secretary: Kaye Sutton
Treasurer: Veronica Porter
Assistant Treasurer: Suzanne Wright

Other elected committee members are:
Wendy van Ekert, Melissah Norris, Erica Barwell, Ann
Hacker, Jim Walkinshaw, Kent Mayo, Sylvana Ter
Meulen, Noel Marshall, Annie Mayo, Ineke Kraan, Judi
Egan, Annie Edwards, Brian Edwards, Trish McCrossin-
Stewart, Karen Johnson, Lynn McClenahan, Ruth Barratt.

Ann Hacker, Publicity Officer
Uralla Historical Society

 Lace curator Rosemary Shepherd working 
on some of the lace displays.

One of the lace pieces that will be on display in
McCrossin’s Mill garden for the opening of the
lace exhibition.



 

Invitation to Uralla Shire Community Members
Uralla Wordsworth is co-ordinating a Candidate Forum on
Thursday 18th November, 2021. The Forum will take
place at Uralla Bowling Club and commence at 6.00pm,
sharp. 
The purpose of the Candidate Forum is to provide Uralla
Shire residents with an opportunity to hear candidates
discuss the local issues of importance to them. The
Forum is free and open to the public. To ensure the event
is unbiased and impartial, an independent moderator has
been engaged. 
Each Councillor Candidate will deliver a prepared
statement, within a 3 minute timeslot. A separate, 3
minute timeslot will be provided to the Mayoral
Candidates, who will then be asked 2 set questions which
will be shared with them on the night.
Candidates will have an opportunity to engage in person
with community members after the Forum has concluded.

Please note: NSW Public Health Orders are in place at
Uralla Bowling Club, all people entering the premises will
be required to check in and provide proof of double
vaccination.
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Election Forum 
Thursday 18 November

6pm Uralla Bowling Club 

Free Household Asbestos Testing Kits
Asbestos Management – be aware of where
asbestos might be found before you start work.
Northern Inland Reigonal waste have provided a
limited number of Household Asbestos Testing Kits.
The kits are available to help residents identify
asbestos-containing material and assist with safe
management or removal.
The free kits are available to residents during
November and can be collected from your local
Council while stocks last (households only, not for
commercial/industrial use).
If you miss out, Asbestos testing can be organised
through any NATA-accredited laboratory.  

 Fuel Watch  14th November 2021
 

               ULP         Diesel
Kingstown                           169.9         165.9
Invergowrie                         164.0         160.0
Mobil                                   161.9         161.9
Puma                                  165.7         163.7
BP                                       168.9         173.9
 

 

Online Petition -
Connect Kentucky

Here is a link to a the petition that local Matt McKean has
created in an aim to bring Kentucky’s internet speeds in-
line with the rest of the world. 
Please share this amongst your contacts and our
community.
https://www.change.org/p/barnaby-joyce-connect-
kentucky?
recruiter=878784435&utm_source=share_petition&utm_
medium=facebook&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_ini
tial&utm_term=share_petition&recruited_by_id=1c8af3f0-
631d-11e8-b845-7334917cb7d9&utm_content=fht-
31257759-en-au%3A6

https://www.change.org/p/barnaby-joyce-connect-kentucky?recruiter=878784435&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=share_petition&recruited_by_id=1c8af3f0-631d-11e8-b845-7334917cb7d9&utm_content=fht-31257759-en-au%3A6
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