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COVID Updates from Adam Marshall MP
& NSW Health
In light of the lockdown announced in Greater Brisbane on Stay COVID Safe by :
Friday 8th January, anyone coming into NSW from
Brisbane will be required to follow the restrictions that have
Providing your name and contact number to every
been implemented and remain in isolation until 6pm
business, venue, organisation or event you attend. Use
Monday night.
the Service NSW app for contactless check-in.
This is retrospective and applies to anyone who has
When you visit a business, you need to follow their
returned from Brisbane to NSW from 2 January 2021.
COVID safety rules. Always provide your details, listen
The UK variant of COVID-19 that has been confirmed in a
to staff and practice physical distancing.
member of the community in Queensland is highly
Provide feedback on who’s doing well and who needs
contagious and anyone who has been in the Greater
COVID safety support.
Brisbane area must be on high alert and come forward for
COVID Safe businesses and organisations are easily
testing if you’re concerned or have ANY symptoms at all.
recognised by the blue tick badge displayed on their
You may leave your home or accommodation for ONLY
premises or online.
essential reasons which include:
Wearing a mask helps to reduce community
Shopping for essentials, food and necessary supplies;
transmission.One way COVID-19 is spread is when an
Medical or healthcare needs, including compassionate
infected person coughs, sneezes or speaks near
requirements; Exercise with no more than one other
another person.
person, unless all from the same household; Providing
The use of a mask and only a mask will not prevent
care or assistance to an immediate family member; Work,
infection.
or volunteering, or study if it is not reasonably practicable
Remember, the best ways to protect yourself and
to work or learn remotely; Child custody arrangements;
others against COVID-19 remain: practicing physical
Legal obligations; and Visit for end of life.
distancing and avoid crowds, washing your hands for
For more information, please continue to check the advice
at least 20 seconds with soap, or an alcohol-based
from NSW Health www.nsw.gov.au/Covid-19109
hand-rub, coughing or sneezing into your elbow or
Adam Marshall, Member for Northern Tablelands
tissues and staying home if unwell.
Taken from www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
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Robert Bell was elected to Uralla Shire Council in
September 2016 and has served one term as
Deputy Mayor. He was previously Director of
Engineering for Uralla Shire, lives in town, and has a
grazing block at Kentucky. In his regular column, Cr
Bell gives a personal view of some of the more
important matters concerning Council and ratepayers
in recent weeks.
Welcome to 2021. The challenge for this year will be for us
to actively encourage private development in the Uralla
Shire. The advice that there are going to be further
developer forums is excellent news. However the success
or otherwise depends entirely on whether Council staff
heed the concerns of developers and tradespeople, or
simply dismiss them as whinges that have all been heard
before. The last forum had developers in the hall who are
responsible for over $10 million in projects within the shire.
These developments will be critical once the government
grant programs such as the drought, bushfire and arsenic
funding disappear.
One issue that was raised at the developer forum, and
also in my first meeting with the new General Manager
back in July, was that Uralla Shire needs a building
inspector more than half a day per week. Last week I
received a call from a person who had lodged their
development application to Council last year and, as yet, it
has not even been assessed. Imagine the person’s
frustration when I advised them that the staff could not
guarantee that even the assessment of the application
would occur this week, due to the number of other
applications still to be reviewed. This does not include
onsite inspections. This situation will only get worse as
one of the local highly qualified Building Inspectors winds
down his business.
Councillor Toomey’s efforts to have public consultation in
relation to the design and proposed location of the new
Uralla Swimming Pool Amenities building has been
rewarded, as the details are now available on the
Council’s web page. Plans should also be available at the
pool. The proposal site is adjacent to the old chlorine
room. Anyone wishing to comment has until January 27,
2021 to do so. Plans of the proposed construction are also
on the web page. The design has been prepared by D & C
Projects in Tamworth, and will include a Unisex room and
a Family room.
With Uralla Shire being the centre of a renewable energy
hub, my vision is for Walcha, Tamworth, Armidale and
Uralla to come together and formulate a consistent
response to the small and large wind and solar farm
projects in our region. While the proposed development
may be in one shire, issues such as transport routes,
accommodation for workers, waste management and
connection to the grid are often across local government
boundaries. One challenging area is for the biodiversity

offset funding to be spent in the region in which the money
is raised. This could incorporate input from the Southern
New England Landcare Group. We have residents in
Uralla Shire who are national authorities on renewable
energy construction, as well as on the financing of these
major projects. A number of my colleagues and I are
committed to maximising the local community benefits from
these projects. This is in no way to downplay that there will
be community concerns, and these need to be taken into
consideration where appropriate.
While the recent rain has been wonderful, spare a thought
for the owner of the Kingstown Store, who had over
300mm of water through the shop. Roads in the Balala and
Kingstown area have sustained significant damage.
Council crews are out doing whatever repairs they can,
given the current conditions. The silver lining is that
Dangars Lagoon is full and Copeton Dam has risen from
13% to 19% capacity. While this may still seem small, the
dam currently has over 500 times the amount in Kentucky
Creek Dam, which is now 100%. Malpas Dam (Armidale
and Guyra’s water supply) is now over 63%.
Tamworth Regional Council has announced that they are
to collaborate with the C.S.I.R.O in a wastewater treatment
trial. The trial will be researching the integrated Forward
Osmosis – Reverse Osmosis treatment. Early results
should be available mid 2021. This has the potential to
provide drinking water quality in the future from our
sewage effluent. Uralla discharges approximately 200ML
per annum into the creek. This may be one of the ways to
provide long term water security.
M: 0434 244 774
E: robertbell1055@hotmail.com
Robert Bell,
Uralla Shire Resident
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
In May 2020 I prepared a Notice of Motion to be
considered by Councillors and submitted it, as required, to
the then Acting General Manager, Mr Scott Philips to be
included on the agenda for the next ordinary meeting of
Council. This motion was to require Councillors to include
their individual expenses claims as part of their monthly
delegate report. I was advised against submitting my
notice of motion by Council staff. I was also advised that if
a community member asked for this information they
would have to apply under a GIPA/Freedom of Information
request. As this attracts a fee of $30 per request (or
indeed per Councillor?), I found this disappointing but as
the new General Manager was due to start soon, I decided
that I would instead simply submit my own claims at each
meeting and make a statement to encourage my fellow
Councillors to do the same.
Some members of our community may be aware that each
year, annual statements of Councillor costs are submitted
in our Annual Report in one lump sum. The lack of
transparency and accountability at each public reporting
opportunity was raised with me by members of our
community on more than one occasion.
For 2 of the next 7 months I did overlook submitting my
own claims but I endeavoured to make the regular
statement, and I thank Cr O'Connor for making his
statement as well.
However as this area of costs remained under a cloud,
and as Councillors were being asked to reach out to our
community for funding the shortfall in Council's own
budget, I felt the time had come to ask all Councillors to
consider ensuring that this information was provided
consistently, on an individual basis.
I am pleased to confirm that this has now been resolved
as part of the December 2020 Ordinary Meeting, by a
majority of Councillors but not unanimously. Cr Ledger is
recorded in the unconfimred minutes as having voted
against the motion.
As anyone who listens to the
recording will hear, the Mayor pointed out that Uralla Shire
Council does not provide a Mayoral car. Council does
provide a mobile phone for the Mayor, as well as a
computer. The Mayor is also entitled to claim for "admin"
visits to the Council Chambers under the policy.
Shortly after I was elected in September 2016, I learnt that
Councillors were paid approximately $900 each month,
and the Mayor was paid approximately $2,700. I had not
delved in to the details of how travel claims worked as I
had felt that my Councillor fee would be sufficient to cover
any costs I might reasonably expect to incur, particularly
as my proximity to the Council Chambers would make any
potential claim very minimal anyway.
Only some of my Council work has required significant
travel, and I have met these costs myself. My personal
claims since being elected are NIL.

The resolution from the unconfirmed minutes of the
December meeting states as follows :
1 - That Councillors table a statement of all claims made
under the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy 2018
at each Ordinary Council meeting as part of their delegate
report.
2 - That Councillors who have incurred travel or other
costs that are borne by Council directly, provide a
statement of these at each Council meeting
I want to stress that I hope the nature of the Council's
policy encourages those from the more distant areas of
our Shire to stand for Council. Travelling from Bundarra,
Kingstown, or Kentucky for example, would be a burden
that may put some off standing and thereby reduce the
diverse nature of our elected body. This would not be to
our community's advantage. Please see the full Councillor
Facilities & Expenses Policy 2018 on Council's website. I
would also encourage anyone considering standing for
election in September 2021 to start attending Council
meetings and/or workshops (the latter are now open to the
public as well) when ever possible, and to talk with current
Councillors about the commitment involved.
Tara Toomey, Uralla Shire Resident and Councillor
0434 408 163 / taratoomeyuralla@gmail.com
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Public Exhibition - Construction of Uralla
Swimming Pool Amenities
Recent contributions from Cr Robert Bell
have drawn to the Editor's attention the
planned upgrade to the Uralla Swimming
Pool Amenities. As these plans are now
available for public comment, they have been
reproduced in this edition of the paper as
part of our commitment to serve the public
interest. They have been taken from Uralla
Shire Council's website and the Council
guidelines for making a submission are
below in italics. Submissions close at 5pm
on 27th January 2021.
Editor

"Written submissions on the construction plans
and site location can be made to Council until
5:00pm, 27 January 2021. Submissions or
enquiries must be made in writing and can be
submitted in writing addressed to the General
Manager, PO Box 106, Uralla NSW 2358 or by
email to council@uralla.nsw.gov.au."
Taken from Uralla Shire Council's website, where
links to the plans displayed here can also be
found.
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Running Wild Run Girl Run
Continued from previous issue ...
At the lake, the two riders showed kindness in the
form of sweet honeycomb.
Through broken language, Ma and the riders spoke, a
cooking fire was lit and they shared a meal of eel, damper
and raw honey.Frederick, the shorter of the two riders had
a wound to his knee and his makeshift dressing needed
attention.Nell had patched men before, as a maid at the
Pleasure Grounds on Botany Bay. The Bay at ‘Gwea’ was
her country, her origin and that fatal card game.Her
attention went quickly to digging out the bullet, cleaning
and stuffing the hole with bush root and stitching it. Fred
was taken by her skills and grateful for a bandage more
fitting his fresh bullet wound.As the day drew on,
agreements were made for them to join the riders on their
northern journey and both were bundled up onto one of the
pack horses.On occasion, mother and child were left in the
deep bush when close to a settlement, while the two men
went off for supplies. They would return after a few hours,
with flour, sugar and always with grog, which they drank
until passing out, Nell included.
The party
moved up into the higher country, where the air was cool.
They followed steep tracks along mountain spurs, up
through dark forests, finally giving way to Tablelands
Country.This high country was a land of long blue vistas off
to ridgelines far beyond. Finally, they were close to their
destination.Fred had had a hut at the headwaters of one of
the many mountain valleys, before spending his time in the
service of His Majesty.He was keen to return to his
mountain hut and would often repeat to Molly, “The
Cockatoo is no place, if your meant for the bush little one”.
The other rider agreed wholeheartedly whenever he was in
earshot.The travellers made one last stop, all going in
together to resupply before pushing on to the hut. The
township was bustling and appeared prosperous.There
was street talk of the recent discovery of gold, about
eighteen miles east, at the bottom of the Bakers Creek

gorge and of the gold fields at nearby Rocky River.
To be continued ...
Daryl Albertson, Kellys Plains

Meals on Wheels in Uralla need
volunteers to deliver hot meals to
residents in Uralla Monday to Friday. Your
time one day a month for a few hours to
help our residents to stay in their own
home. If you can help please contact :
Kerryn Williams at
the Meals on Wheels
Office Phone
6772 8970 or
Mary Ann Munsie
6778 4651
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Our New Caravan
In January this year, Bob and I decided to purchase a new
ute and caravan. After deciding on our choice of van, we
set off down the Oxley Highway to Port Macquarie to pick it
up.
The next morning, we were presented with the new van all
prettied up with a big blue bow. While I oohed and aahed
and exclaimed, Bob was getting down and dirty,
underneath the van, just to make sure he understood just
what he was being told about all the workings.
We spent the day in Port Macquarie but decided to get a
bit of the way back towards home before stopping for the
night. But it was January; it was holiday time. We thought
we might stay at Wauchope. But no, everywhere was all
full up. Maybe we shouldn’t have been so casual about
this caravan camping thing. However, our new van is well
equipped. We don’t need all the bells and whistles of a
caravan park.
And if you’re prepared to wait, and to think outside the box,
something will turn up.
That something was the Long Flat Hotel. As we were
driving past, I noticed a sign declaiming riverside camping.
I couldn’t see any river, but the hotel was perched up on a
ridge overlooking some open ground down below. We
turned around and Bob went to find the proprietor to make
arrangements to stay the night. Our first night in our new
caravan!
We then had to navigate the rather steep descent from off
the highway down over the track from the hotel to the
bottom of the hill. On the way down we passed the rustic
looking toilet block, perched just off the brow of the hill.
Although only one of the four pit toilets still retained a door,
they did face away from the highway. Unfortunately, the
one with the door didn’t seem to have too good a floor. I
could see straight through the missing floor boards down
into the pit! It was obvious that they were no longer in use.
However, I did brave one of the doorless chambers a
couple of times while we were there, as I couldn’t bring
myself to mess up my nice new toilet in the van, when,
really there wasn’t any need to. I’ve used pit toilets before.

And I always travel with BYO toilet paper. And the view
from on the throne up there was simply amazing! Of
course, there were no other people taking advantage of
what turned out to be a marvellous camping experience.
We had the place to ourselves. We set up camp on the
bank of the river, and then scuttled back up the hill to the
Long Flat Shop which, luckily for us, was still open. One of
those shops that you can still find in small localities that
always seem to have just what you need. So armed with
sausages, milk, bread, butter, some vegetables, something
for breakfast the next morning, and of course a most
refreshing lemon-iced, ice-cream concoction on a stick, we
returned to the riverside to prepare our tea. It was simply
delicious, in a most beautiful outdoors setting.
But we were aware, while we sat eating, of the detritus
high up in the tops of the trees above our heads that
showed the height that river could reach when it turned
into a roaring, turbulent, raging torrent of water every once
in a while. No wonder the hotel is built high on the ridge!
And we kept an ear open for any little pitter-pattering which
might have signalled a change in the weather conditions.
But everything was good. Beautiful birdsong as a wake-up
call the next morning. Another viewing of the amazing
outlook from my lofty throne, a very relaxed breakfast, and
a final walk along the river. So yes, everything was very
good! We were very pleased with ourselves and how we
had handled our first experience of this new caravanning
extravaganza.
On our next trip back to Port Macquarie for our first service
check-up after a relaxation of the Covid-19 restrictions on
isolation and travel, we discovered the Ellenborough
Reserve near-by.
But that's another story.
Pauline Crouch, Rocky River
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Australia Day in Uralla
Australia Day in Uralla will be held in the RSL Hall in
Salisbury St. Doors will open at 11am, it is advisable to
RSVP 02 6778 4328 or inbox our Facebook page to
secure a seat, otherwise places will be available at the
door according to the COVID restrictions at the time.
The program includes; Welcome to Country, flag raising,
singing of the National Anthem and address by the
Ambassador. Presentation of poster competition prizes
and citizen awards.
Entertainment by the local guitarist, singer, songwriter,
Pete Stanley.
Food available to purchase and provided by: Friends of
McMaughs, Uralla Rotary Club, CWA and Lions Club.
Taken from the Australia Day Facebook Page 10.1.21

Take from the Wordsworth, Issue 13, February 1990. It
seemed fitting to include a contribution from our
valued community historian, the late Arnold Goode, as
we approach Australia Day where his involvement is
so fondly remembered, Editor

Take from the Wordsworth, Issue 13, February 1990
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Community Calendar
Please email urallawordsworth@gmail.com if you have an event or meeting for Uralla, Kentucky or Invergowrie.
Uralla Food Pantry, Mondays 11am - 2pm, Uralla
Please check with Event Organisers about
Neighbourhood Centre. Good range dry goods, and
the Status of Listed Events
Uralla Rotary Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at fruit/veges. Fill a supermarket coloured bag $15. New
6.15pm at the Uralla Bowling Club, dinner optional after members welcome. Further information from the Uralla
Neighbourhood Centre, donations welcome. Ph : 6778
the meeting
Uralla Lions Club meets on the 1st Wednesday of each 3277 or email : urallaneighbourhood@bigpond.com
Closed until Monday 11th January
month from 5/5.30 in the CWA Rooms
Uralla Fire & Rescue meet on Tuesday nights at the Uralla Shire Council Budget Review & Financy
Committee Meeting 12.30pm 9th February 2021, Uralla
Uralla Fire Station from 6-7.30pm
Uralla CWA meets on the 4th Friday of each month at Shire Council Chamber
Uralla Shire Council Ordinary Meeting 12.30pm
10am at CWA Rooms in the Literary Institute
Uralla Computer Bank is open Mon, Tues & Thurs from Tuesday 23rd February 2021, Uralla Shire Council
Chambers
9.30am – 3.30pm at Uralla Shire Waste Depot
Computer Bank New England Computer Classes are Uralla Shire Council Workshops are now open to the
each Friday from 9am - 12noon at the Uralla Community public by virtue of Council Resolution 37.12/20, the next
workshop is scheduled for Tuesday 9th February 2021.
Centre
Uralla Hospital Auxillary meets on the 2nd Tuesday of Agenda items are due to be published 3 days prior to this
date, and workshops are usually from 12.30pm.
each month, 2pm, CWA Rooms in the Literary Institute
Uralla Show Society meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday of Uralla Women’s Bowling Club resumes Club
competition games Wednesday January 20th.
No
each month from 7.30pm at the Uralla Showgrounds
Uralla Shire Business Chamber meets 1st Thursday of WBNSW affiliation fees for the first 12 months of play for
new members, just Uralla Bowlo membership. You have
each month at 5.30pm at the Top Pub
Uralla Town & Environs Committee meets on the the time to decide if bowling is the game for you. So why
second Tuesday of each month from 6-7pm in the Uralla come and join us on the greens?
Shire Council Chambers
Tennis Senior Social tennis, Wednesday 6.30pm at the
Uralla Sporting Complex, everyone welcome
Uralla Men's Shed is open each Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9am - 1pm in the Old Scout Hall, Uralla
North Rd (just off the Bundarra Road).
Uralla Auto Club Inc. meets at 7 pm on the first Tuesday
of each month at The Bowling Club.
Uralla Red Cross meets on the first Friday of each month
at 2pm in the CWA rooms in the Literary Institute opposite
Foodworks
Uralla Historical Society meets on the 2nd Thursday of
each month at 5pm at McCrossin's Mill
Uralla Driver Reviver meets on the first Sunday of each
month at 2pm at 117 Bridge Street, Uralla.
Uralla Brewery Book Club meets on the fourth Thursday
of each month at 5pm at the Brewery
Uralla RSL Sub-Branch meets the last Sunday of the
month at 11am at the RSL Rooms, The Uralla Memorial
Institute, 55 Bridge Street, All Veterans welcome
Uralla RSL Sub-Branch Veterans and Families Drop in
Centre. Open to all Veterans and their families, each
Thursday 10am until 12pm at the RSL Rooms, The Uralla
Memorial Institute, 55 Bridge Street.
Uralla Women’s Bowling Club 10am Wednesday for Club
Competition bowls. Mixed Social Bowls
on Sunday
mornings, all welcome, Bristro lunch available.

Uralla Wordsworth Monday 11th January 2021 P9

Advertising Schedule
The Uralla Wordsworth advertising schedule has been
updated and the full schedule can be viewed on our
website (www.urallawordsworth.com.au). The key
price points are listed below :
Business Card Sized Ad ....................................... $18
1/8 Page Sized Ad ............................................ $30
Quarter Page Ad .........................................$60
Half Page Ad .............................................$100
Full Back Page Ad ........................................$160
Full Page Internal Ad...................................$140
Banner Bottom Front Page ..................................$100
Classifieds..............................................$2/line
Advertising can be emailed in jpg format to
urallawordsworth@gmail.com. The deadline for each
edition is 5pm on the Thursday before the publication
date.
If you enjoy reading the paper and are in a position to
make a donation, the Uralla Wordsworth bank details
are below : Regional Australia Bank, BSB 932 000
Account 762598 S3, Account Name Uralla Wordsworth
Incorporated, Reference Please use your name and
'Donation', sending in an email to request your receipt
where required. Thank you.

44.2mm rainfall from 1st - 9th
January at the Dumaresq St
Weather Station

Community Street Stall
Allocations
The Uralla Community Street Store is set to deliver
another year of fundraising opportunities for community
groups and non-profit organisations in the Uralla CBD.
The Uralla Community Street Store is an important avenue
for Council to facilitate community capacity building and
provides fundraising opportunities for local non-profit and
community groups throughout the year. On behalf of the
Uralla Shire community, Council invests over $12,000
annually to make the Community Street Store available to
non-profit and community groups in order to facilitate
community capacity building through this fundraising
opportunity. Groups use the Street Store frontage free of
charge to raise funds and awareness of the group’s
activities. The schedule for 2021 has now been published
and distributed to the community groups who have booked
a week in the 2021 calendar year. Uralla Shire Council
Mayor, Cr Michael Pearce said he was looking forward to
another year of offerings at the Uralla Community Street
Store. “Council is proud to be able to support our local
community groups through the Community Street Store.”
“The Street Store is a fantastic opportunity for non-profit
community groups to fundraise for their activities, and has
become a vital point of social connection in our
community.” “There are still a few weeks which haven’t
been reserved in 2021, so I would encourage any groups
who either haven’t applied or who would like to secure a
second week to get in touch with Council as soon as
possible,” Mayor Pearce said. Council established the
Uralla Community Street Store in 2007 as a way for local
non-profit groups to raise funds for their activities during
the year. Council maintains the Street Store and facilitates
community groups’ use of the store free of charge. The
2021 Schedule has been published on the Uralla
Community Street Store page on the Council website.
Community groups wishing to apply for one of the
remaining unallocated weeks should submit their
application to council@uralla.nsw.gov.au.
Kate Jessep, Uralla Shire Council General Manager

Upcoming Uralla Street Stall
Dates :
11th to 17th January - available
18th to 24th January - Australia Day Committee
25th to 31st January - available
1st - 7th February - Uralla Shire Council
This information has been taken from the Uralla
Shire Council webiste by the Uralla Wordsworth
and was correct as at Saturday 9th January 2021.
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Seniors Travel Card 2021 Applications to
open soon

Armidale & Inverell
COVID Testing Clinics
hours extended

COVID-19 testing at the Armidale and Inverell Hospital
drive-through clinics has been extended, following a
request by Member for Northern Tablelands Adam
Marshall, in response to community demand. Mr Marshall
wrote to Hunter New England Health earlier this week
asking for hours to be added to all local testing clinics, as a
result of the COVID-19 outbreaks in Sydney and the
resultant jump in the number of local people seeking to be
screened. Mr Marshall said the actions of an individual with
COVID-19, who travelled from Western Sydney to the
Central West and west of the State, has shown just how
exposed country NSW remains to the pandemic. “As a
means containing the current outbreak and protecting
country communities, the State Government has renewed
calls for anyone with the slightest symptoms to get tested,”
Mr Marshall said.
“In response to community concerns about limited
opportunities testing locally I urgently wrote to Hunter New
England Health demanding it extend the operating hours of
COVID-19 clinics across the region. “Today, I have been
advised the clinics at Armidale and Inverell Hospitals have
been extended, with the Armidale clinic now open between
12pm and 3pm, Monday to Friday, and the Inverell
Hospital clinic between 11.30am to 2.30pm, Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. “Bookings are essential and can
be made by phoning Armidale Hospital on 0427 923 080
and Inverell Hospital on 6721 9520.” Mr Marshal said
currently there was no change to the operating times at the
Glen Innes and Moree Hospital clinics, however
adjustments may occur depending on demand. “It has
been determined the current clinic hours at Glen Innes
Hospital (1pm to 3pm) and Moree Hospital (10.30am to
12.30pm) are sufficient to handle the existing rate of
testing,” he said. “I have been given the assurance
Regional Seniors Travel (RST) Cards by Local Government demand will be closely monitored and should the need
arise these services will also be scaled up. “I applaud
Area in 2020 :
everyone who has already taken it upon themselves to do
the right thing this holidays and get screened. “Testing is
Armidale Regional 2,367 cards, $591,750 value
the best tool health authorities have to stop the spread of
Glen Innes Severn 1,280 cards, $320,000 value
the deadly illness, and so should anyone have symptoms
Gwydir Shire 761 cards, $190,250 value
they should contact their local hospital or GP.” Bookings
Inverell Shire 2,177 cards, $544,250 value
for the Glen Innes Hospital clinic can be made by phoning
Moree Plains Shire 890 cards, $222,500 value
0438 925 949 and Moree Hospital on 6757 0000. Anyone
Uralla Shire 610 cards, $152,500 value
requiring an urgent test outside of clinic hours, should
present to their local Emergency Department for immediate
Adam Marshall, Member for Northern Tablelands
testing.
Adam Marshall, Member for Northern Tablelands
MORE than 8,000 Northern Tablelands senior citizens
have benefited from the first year of the regional seniors
travel card trial, with local State MP Adam Marshall today
announcing applications for the second year would open
later this month. The Regional Seniors Travel Card is a
$250 prepaid VISA card designed to assist eligible seniors
in rural, regional and remote areas of NSW off-set the cost
of essential travel expenses. Mr Marshall said during 2020,
the first year of the trial, 8,085 cards were obtained across
the region, unlocking $2,021,250 worth of free travel for
more than 8,000 local seniors. “The regional seniors travel
card has been an overwhelming success, ensuring local
seniors have affordable travel options to attend medical
appointments, buy groceries, and visit friends and family,”
Mr Marshall said. “The take-up of assistance in the
Armidale Regional Council area was impressive with 2,367
cards issued, while in the Inverell Shire 2,177 cards were
accessed. “Able to be used for pre-booked NSW Trainlink
Regional trains and coaches, fuel and taxis, the cards
really have made travelling more accessible and
convenient for our seniors who often have less transport
options than those living in the city. “I’m pleased our
residents will again have this opportunity this year and I
encourage all eligible seniors to apply through Service
NSW after Monday, 18 January.” Eligible seniors have from
18 January to 30 November 2021 to apply for a card.
Seniors must be an age pensioner with a valid Pensioner
Concession Card or hold a Commonwealth Seniors Health
Card issued by either the Department of Human Services
or Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Applications for the
card can be made online at www.service.nsw.gov.au by
calling 13 77 88 or by visiting a Service NSW Service
Centre.
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Free diaries for Northern
Tablelands Seniors
SENIORS living in the Northern Tablelands electorate
can now claim a free diary that alerts them of the latest
scams, elder abuse, funeral information, pensions local
State MP Adam Marshall announced today.
Mr Marshall said demand was always high for the Legal
Topics for Older People diary, which would be distributed
from his electorate offices in Armidale and Moree from
next week. “Legal Aid NSW produces this informative and
easy-to-read diary each year to help demystify legal
issues that are of special interest to older people,” Mr
Marshall said. “This is an incredibly popular publication
with 80,000 copies of the diary being printed for the entire
state.
“This handy diary brings together important phone
numbers and information about everything from helping
your family financially, to updating a will and
understanding your rights when moving into a retirement
village. “The diary is well known for covering the tough
topics and 2021 is no exception, addressing the issue of
elder abuse and how victims and families can identify and
report physical, financial or emotional abuse so it is dealt
with immediately.
“You’ll also find tips to help you get the most from life,
with information about Seniors Cards and allowances for
which you may be eligible.” The diary also features a
dedicated chapter on legal issues for older Aboriginal
people to know about, including planning for funerals and
sorry business, and using a will as a way of passing on
cultural knowledge.
Special occasions are also marked so seniors won’t miss
important events like the NSW Seniors Festival, NSW
Grandparents Day and 2021 school holiday periods.
To order a free copy of the 2020 Legal Topics for Older
People
Diary,
please
visit
www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/publications/order-a-publication
and search for ‘Diary’. Seniors can also contact Mr
Marshall’s Moree electorate office on 02 6752 5002 or
Armidale office on 6772 5552 to reserve a copy.
Adam Marshall, Member for Northern Tablelands

Deadline for the next edition is 5pm on
Thursday 21st January 2021.
Please email all contributions including
advertising, letters to the editor
and articles to
urallawordsworth@gmail.com
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